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conquered from an enemy becomes the property
of the State, and by which all idea of positive
right in the captors to property in a fort taken by
assault is exploded. In conformity to these prin-
ciples,, the King has been pleased to grant to the
Company, by letters patent bearing date January
14, 1758,, the right of all booty and plunder which
shall be taken by their troops alone, reserving In
express terms his royal prerogative of distribution
in such manner and proportions as he shall think
fit, in all cases in which the royal forces may have
co-operated with those of the Company.

" Although the orders of the Court of Direc-
tors, prescribing the mode of carrying these letters
patent into execution, expressly prohibit their
governments in India from disposing of the
6 whole plunder and booty which shall be taken
in wars, hostilities, or expeditions, by the Com-
pany's forces ;* and although his Majesty, by the
letters patent themselves, has reserved to himself
in express terms his * prerogative royal to distri-
bute the said plunder and booty in such manner
and proportion as he shall think fit,' in all cases
in which his own troops may have been employed;
yet, having no doubt that the gracious bounty of
his Majesty, and the liberality of the Court of
Directors, will be proportioned to the important
services of the gallant army under your com-
mand, his Lordship has no hesitation in charging
himself with the responsibility of anticipating the